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Lebanon, and then the way wiU be open for close relations,
particularly in the economic sphere. As against this, those who
hold either of the first two views look forward to a time when
Lebanon will be a province, at most an autonomous province,
of a Syrian or Arab State. The adherents of the fifth view,
however, hope to see Lebanon a member-state of a Syrian or Arab
federation, with the same status and freedom of action as other
member-states.

Developments since 1941

From 1926, when the Lebanese Republic was established and
its political machinery began to function, until 1941 there was no
essential change in the structure of Lebanon. In 1936, it is
true, a Franco-Lebanese Treaty was negotiated which provided
for the complete independence of Lebanon after a number of
years, but it was not ratified.

In 1941, soon after the occupation of the Levant States by
Allied Foarces, General Catroux proclaimed the independence of
Lebanon in a document which stated, among other things, that
the Government of Lebanon would guarantee equality of civil,
religious and political rights among all its nationals without any
distinction.

In 1943 the first steps were taken to carry out the policy of
independence by the holding of elections for the Chamber. The
composition and actions of the Chamber and of the Ministry
which emanated from it showed that a considerable change had
taken place in the ideas and positions of the different sects during
the past few years.

(i) The greater part of the politically conscious Lebanese
desire an extension of autonomy, and are no longer willing to
tolerate as great a measure of foreign interference in their internal
affairs as under the French Mandate

(ii) There is an increasing number who wish to end the French
connexion altogether. This group is composed of two sections:
first, those who still want foreign protection but believe that
France is no longer capable of giving it, and therefore look to
Great Britain to replace her; secondly, those who repudiate the
whole idea of pitjtectioa arid believe that the only security for
the special position of Lebanon lies in the good will of the
neighbouring countries.

(iii) Many Arab nationalists who formerly desired the reduction